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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Thursday, June 18, 2015  

Contact: NYC DOT: Gloria Chin/Jose Bayona, (212) 839-4850, gchin@dot.nyc.gov 

Contact: (Design Trust) Ozgur Gungor, (212) 695-2432 x6, ogungor@designtrust.org 

DESIGN TRUST FOR PUBLIC SPACE AND NYC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ISSUE  

THE FIRST COMPREHENSIVE STUDY AIMED AT RECLAIMING SPACES UNDERNEATH ‘ELEVATEDS’  

Results of two-year study offer recommendations to improve daily life of urban-dwellers                                                     

by reclaiming space under bridges, highways, subway tracks and rail lines   

                 

Left: Cover of Under the Elevated: Reclaiming Space, Connecting Communities. Graphic design by Design Trust Fellow Neil Donnelly. 

Middle: Broadway and Flushing Avenue under the elevated JMZ subway line. Photo ©Krisanne Johnson for the Design Trust for Public Space  

Right: Elevated transportation infrastructure in NYC. Rendering courtesy of the Design Trust for Public Space 

The NYC Department of Transportation (DOT) and the Design Trust for Public Space, a non-profit that jumpstarted 

the creation of the High Line and the design of the city’s first custom-built taxi, today released Under the Elevated: 

Reclaiming Space, Connecting Communities. The 128-page book is the result of a two-year study and spells out 

environmentally, financially sustainable, and versatile ways to redesign and maintain spaces beneath New York City’s 

nearly 700 miles of elevated bridges, highways, subway tracks and rail lines to connect and benefit surrounding 

communities. 

DOT Commissioner Polly Trottenberg and officials were joined by executive director of the Design Trust Susan Chin 

at Pier i at 70th Street and Riverside Park South in Manhattan. 

The findings in the first phase of a multi-year partnership between the Design Trust and DOT reflect how these multi-

jurisdictional public spaces beneath and adjacent to the ‘elevateds’ can be transformed into valuable community 

assets.  Seven case studies and two pop-up experiments were undertaken with the input of a diverse group of New 

Yorkers, including Chinatown Partnership and the Women’s Housing and Economic Development Corporation. After 

assessing a vast volume of space along the ‘elevateds’, equal to approximately four times the size of Central Park, the 

Design Trust project team developed realistic, detailed design and programming recommendations for community-

centered uses for these areas citywide. 
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Under the Elevated explores the particular issues and opportunities at seven sites: Broadway Junction in Brooklyn; 

Division Street under and around the Manhattan Bridge in Manhattan; Ed Koch Queensboro Bridge in Manhattan and 

Queens; Gowanus Expressway between 32nd and 37th Streets in Brooklyn; Highbridge Park under the Washington 

Bridge in Manhattan; Southern Boulevard under the 2/5 subway line at Freeman Street in The Bronx; and Van Wyck 

Expressway at the Kew Gardens Interchange in Queens. 

New design and programming ideas are organized into short-term pop-up and pilot and long-term permanent 

recommendations. The ideas, aimed at creating brighter, quieter and cleaner spaces, while optimizing them for 

innovative uses, range from electrical vehicle charging and comfort stations under the Ed Koch Queensboro Bridge to 

art studios, retail stores, or outdoor training facilities in Highbridge Park, or areas for food trucks below the Gowanus 

Expressway. Other options such as open space for festivals and markets, signs for safer streets, devices to capture 

stormwater and ameliorate noise, and upgrades to sites beneath the rail lines such as in East New York, can enhance 

the success of the area’s mixed-use housing slated for development in the next ten years. 

The creation of an El-Space Program at NYC DOT dedicated to under the elevated spaces would develop strategies 

that capitalize on the special character of these sites as gateways, corridors and connectors in underserved 

neighborhoods. A comprehensive approach would allow DOT to move beyond case-by-case development to a 

systematic set of practices for fostering valuable community uses with partners across the five boroughs.  Whether 

deploying planted beds to retain and filter storm water runoff of pollutants, oil and heavy metal, while reducing the 

overload on the city’s sewer system, or building bio-walls of trees or acoustic barriers to mitigate noise and clean the 

air of particulates, this program has the potential to enhance the value of this immense network of public space. 

“Under the Elevated is the first study to look at reimagining the often dark and underutilized spaces beneath our 

city's subway lines, highways and bridges as safe and attractive public gathering places” said DOT Commissioner Polly 

Trottenberg. “We believe this comprehensive study, coupled with DOT's new design toolkit, are important steps 

towards reclaiming this space for the public and reconnecting neighborhoods throughout New York.”  

“Design Trust first brought attention to under the elevated sites with its pivotal study to reclaim the High Line,” said 

Design Trust for Public Space executive director Susan Chin. “In 2001 we asserted that ‘spaces under the High Line 

must be given equal or greater attention as programming for the High Line’s upper deck because of their importance 

in shaping the urban context at the ground level’. Not every neighborhood needs a High Line, however the need to 

alleviate the negative impact from the presence of elevated lines is even greater in the outer boroughs. It’s time to 

channel public and private investment into creating vibrant and resilient communities throughout the five boroughs. 

Engaging neighborhood residents and community partners in the planning process is a great way to meet their needs 

and create cherished spaces for living.” 

Under the Elevated: Reclaiming Space, Connecting Communities  

Hardcover, 128 pages, $30.00, ISBN: 978-0-9777175-2-1 

Available at shop.designtrust.org 
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Under the Elevated Fellows 

A team of Fellows, each an expert in her/his own field, has led the research, design, and planning work for Under the 

Elevated. They are: Neil Donnelly, Graphic Design Fellow; Susannah Drake, Urban Design Fellow; Krisanne Johnson, 

Photo Urbanism Fellow; Chat Travieso, Participatory Design Fellow, and Douglas Woodward, Policy Fellow. 

http://designtrust.org/projects/under-elevated/team/ 

NYC Department of Transportation 

The New York City Department of Transportation’s mission is to provide for the safe, efficient, and environmentally 

responsible movement of people and goods in the City of New York and to maintain and enhance the transportation 

infrastructure crucial to the economic vitality and quality of life of our primary customers, city residents. 

http://www.nyc.gov/dot/ 

Design Trust for Public Space 

The Design Trust for Public Space is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the future of public space in New York City. 

Our projects bring together city agencies, community groups and private sector experts to make a lasting impact—

through design—on how New Yorkers live, work and play. Design Trust’s projects jumpstarted the High Line’s 

conversions from derelict railway to a green corridor of open space, activated innovation for the first custom-built 

Taxi of Tomorrow, and developed the sustainability guidelines that became the precursor to New York City’s Local 

Law and PlaNYC. http://designtrust.org/ 

Under the Elevated: Reclaiming Space, Connecting Communities was underwritten by:  

 

Additional lead sponsorship funds were provided by:  

                     

                

This program was also supported in part by public funds from the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership 

with City Council. 

In-kind services were provided by Situ Fabrication. 

http://designtrust.org/projects/reclaiming-high-line/
http://designtrust.org/projects/reclaiming-high-line/
http://designtrust.org/programs/taxi-tomorrow/
http://designtrust.org/programs/taxi-tomorrow/

