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What  do you think of
President  Bush's choice of
John G.  Roberts Jr.  to
replace Sandra Day
O'Connor on the U.S.
Supreme Court?

Good decision

He's too conservative.
Senate Democrats
should oppose this
nomination

Too bad the President
didn't  choose another
woman jurist  for the
vacancy

Not  sure
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Taxi! Five Firms Redesign the
Yellow Cab
A group of experts has come together to redesign the transportation
system formed by the yellow cab. Here's a look at their ideas

The year 2007 will mark the 100th anniversary of
the New York City taxi, and in honor of the
occasion, a group of designers, urban planners, and
city officials decided it's time to rethink the cab for
the next century.

More than just an emblematic symbol of Manhattan,
the taxi serves as a crucial form of transportation.
Some 12,487 of these yellow medallion vehicles
make an estimated 240 billion trips a year --
constituting a $1.4 billion industry, according to
Schaller.

"NOT JUST A VEHICLE."  But for years, the taxi has
consisted of little more than a reconfigured Ford
Crown Victoria passenger sedan. And
improvements,  like the addition of legroom and
passenger-side air-conditioning, have been
incremental and slow in coming.

The Design Trust for Public Space, a group
dedicated to improving private and public space in
New York City, has decided to change that. The
organization, in cooperation with the Parsons
School of Design, initiated a series of public
workshops to address modern taxi problems and

 

TODAY'S MOST
POPULAR STORIES

1. News Corp.'s
Place in MySpace

2. Nokia's Disconnect
3. Google Proves It's

Mortal
4. The Yuan: A Baby -

- but Key -- Step
5. Microsoft's Uphill

Stretch

Get Free RSS Feed >>

MARKET INFO
DJIA 10603.25 -24.60

S&P 500 1228.32 +1.28

Nasdaq 2169.70 -8.90

STOCK LOOKUP

Stocks Mixed 
Create / Check Portfolio
Launch Popup Ticker

Market Info sponsored by:

INNOVATION 
& DESIGN

Home Page

Architecture

Brand Equity

Car Buff

Game Room

Customer Service
Register
Subscribe to BW

Get Four 
Free Issues

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Find local experts in:

Accounting
Accounting Project Resources
Advertising & Marketing
Air Charter
Architects
Asset-Based Financing
Auto Insurance

PREMIUM CONTENT

MBA Insider

ONLINE FEATURES

Columnists

Book Reviews

Interactive Gallery

Newsletters

Past Covers

BLOGS

Blogspotting

Brand New Day

Deal Flow

Economics Unbound

Hot Property

Tech Beat

Well Spent

TECHNOLOGY

Wildstrom: Tech
Maven

Tech & You Podcast



 

Will  More Bombs Break
Londoners?

Nokia's Disconnect

In the Pink at Big Blue?

Google Proves It's Mortal

Rich in Research -- and Results

Have Experts,  Will  Hire Out

HealthSouth in Rehab

The Man Driving Toyota

Stock Trades on the Go

A Border Transformed

The Mean Streets Of Nuevo
Laredo

On the Road to Green Money

• More Headlines

reinvent the cab.

"The taxi is not just a vehicle but a system," says
Deborah Marton, the Design Trust's executive
director. "A system is a public-space issue. It
profoundly influences the way the city moves."

DIFFERENT NEEDS.   A year in the making, the
project, called Designing the Taxi, brought together
some 60 participants -- from architects to fleet
owners -- to offer their input on every aspect of the
taxi experience. The only variable that was off-
limits: the color yellow. The Design Trust plans to
publish the findings of the workshops and present
an exhibition in November, 2005.

"The taxi that we have now is just a car painted
yellow and given a meter," says Paul Goldberger,
dean of Parsons and former architecture critic of
The New York Times. "The taxi is not a car.  It has
a different set of needs and functions in a very
different way."

Here is a slide show of items which demonstrate
some of the concepts and ideas associated with the
anniversary celebration: 

Click to view slide show

Perman is a reporter for BusinessWeek Online in New York
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Design Firms
SONIC is a design studio specializing in the development  of
consumer electronics,  appliances,  medical equipment and
structural packaging. Services include trend forecasting,  market
research, ergonomics,  CAID,  and prototyping.

+ choose field

Design Jobs

Senior Product Designer Toys Jul 19

Moose Toys,   Melbourne, Australia

Senior Packaging Designer Jul 19

Libby Perszyk Kathman,  Cincinnati,  Ohio

Senior Industrial  Designer Jul 20

Radius Product  Development,   Greater Boston,  Massachusetts

Product Designer Jul 18

Briggs & Riley Travelware,   Long Island, New York

Industrial  Designer Jul 14

Stuart  Karten Design,   Los Angeles - Marina del Rey,  California

Industrial  Designer Jul 15

Sundberg-Ferar,  Walled Lake,  Michigan

Industrial  Designer 3D Surfacing Jul 15

Black & Decker,   Towson,  Maryland
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